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When Life Goes Bad – Revelation 2:8-11 the letter to the church in Smyrna 

Pastor Mark September 18, 2016  
 

 
Starter: St. Polycarp of Smyrna is considered the first recorded martyrdom in post New Testament 
church history. Review his story with the group: 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/martyrs/polycarp.html. 
Ask them the question: Would you be willing to die for your faith?? If not, how much would you 
endure? 
Read Revelations 2:8-11 
Discussion points: 

1. Reread verse 9. Note that the word translated ‘afflictions’ means ‘serious trouble’ & ‘a 
burden that crushes’. Jesus says ‘I KNOW’. Pastor Mark suggests that He doesn’t just 
know, He understands.  
[‘to know’ to have facts, information and skills acquired through experience or education 
‘to understand’ to perceive an intended meaning; to infer something from information 
received.] 
Jesus doesn’t just give a history lesson or regurgitate facts. The words used communicate 
an understanding of the nature of the times, of the lot of the believers in Smyrna. 
Ask the group how this is comforting to them in their personal, challenging situations? 

2. Reread verse 10a. Jesus says ‘DO NOT BE AFRAID’. These 4 verses ‘conceal’ at  
least SEVEN characteristics of Jesus that can give us confidence in His words. Help the 
group find them in the passage. (v.8a-eternal; v.8b-victorious; v.9-all knowing; v.9a-so 
wise; v.10a-sovereign; v.10a-purposeful and v.10c-generous)  ***if it seems good consider 
sharing some of the details of Kevin Garrett’s story: 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/kevin-garratt-back-in-canada-says-
family/article31907639/ 

3. Reread verse10b. Jesus says ‘I TELL YOU’. Ask the group if anyone has 
encountered persecution for their faith. Which category (poverty, slander, or   prison) did it 
fall under? And where did it come from? (Powerful, Culture, Jealous, evil one) That Jesus 
was aware of their circumstances and had permitted them can be difficult for some in your 
group to accept. Spend some time here, if needed, discussing the sovereignty of God. It 
should be some help to know that our trials are NEVER in vain and NEVER go unnoticed.    

4. Reread verse 10c. Jesus says ‘BE FAITHFUL’. Ask a group member to read  
2 Thessalonians 3:3. At the end of however many days we are granted there IS a reward 

5. Reread verse 10c and 11. Jesus says ‘I WILL GIVE YOU’. The Smyrnans would be 
familiar with the imagery of a crown. One word for crown is ‘diadem’ = Kings crown and 
another word for crown is ‘stephanus’ = wreath of laurel worn by an Olympian for example. 
They might die because they would not bow down to Caesar because of what Jesus had 
done for them but they knew that ultimately they would receive their ‘stephanus’ and 
NEVER be apart from Him again! 

 
Diving Deeper: Are you willing to LIVE for your faith? Most of us will never face persecution to the 
point of death SO how will we LIVE?? 
Read and meditate on Philippians 1:21 and then Philippians 2:1-11 and finally,  
2 Thessalonians 3:5 
 


